
 

 
 



 

 

2. INTRODUCTION  

Sustainable Development Goal 2 (SDG 2) aims to end hunger, achieve food security, improve 

nutrition, and promote sustainable agriculture by 2030. Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar University 

(DBRAU), Agra, is committed to contributing to this global objective through education, 

research, healthcare, community engagement, and sustainable development initiatives. With its 

strong focus on societal welfare and regional development, the University seeks to address 

challenges related to food security, nutrition, sustainable agriculture, and the well-being of 

vulnerable communities in the Agra region and surrounding areas. 

Cultivating a Hunger-Free Future: DBRAU’s Journey Towards Zero 
Hunger 

Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar University integrates the principles of sustainable development into its 

academic, research, and community-oriented activities. Through its diverse academic 

programmes, research initiatives, and outreach activities, the University promotes awareness 

and capacity building related to nutrition, food security, sustainable agricultural practices, and 

community well-being. 

The University’s academic programmes provide students with knowledge and skills to 

understand food and nutrition challenges and develop practical solutions for sustainable 

development. Research undertaken by faculty and students across disciplines contributes to 

addressing issues related to agriculture, environmental sustainability, food resources, nutrition, 

and rural development. 

DBRAU also emphasizes community engagement and rural outreach, connecting academic 

knowledge with the needs of local communities. Awareness programmes, extension activities, 

student engagement, and social initiatives help promote healthy dietary practices, nutrition 

awareness, sustainable resource utilization, and improved quality of life among communities 

in and around Agra. 

Through interdisciplinary research and innovation, the University encourages the development 

of sustainable and technology-enabled solutions for agriculture and food systems. These efforts 

support climate-resilient practices, efficient resource utilization, and greater awareness of 

sustainable food production and consumption. 



 

 

Together, DBRAU’s teaching, research, innovation, healthcare-related initiatives, and 

community engagement demonstrate its commitment to transforming the vision of Zero 

Hunger into meaningful local action. By strengthening knowledge, promoting nutrition 

awareness, supporting sustainable practices, and empowering communities, Dr. Bhimrao 

Ambedkar University, Agra, contributes to building a food-secure, healthy, sustainable, 

and equitable society in alignment with SDG 2. 

2.1 RESEARCH ON HUNGER 

Hunger, malnutrition, and food insecurity remain significant challenges that require 

coordinated efforts across agriculture, nutrition, healthcare, technology, environmental 

sustainability, and community development. In the context of Agra and the surrounding 

regions of Uttar Pradesh, addressing these challenges requires research and interventions that 

are locally relevant, economically viable, and environmentally sustainable. 

At Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar University (DBRAU), Agra, research and innovation contribute 

to the objectives of Sustainable Development Goal 2 (Zero Hunger) by addressing issues 

related to food security, nutrition, sustainable agriculture, food quality, and community well-

being. Faculty members and research scholars from different academic disciplines undertake 

research that contributes to improving agricultural productivity, promoting sustainable 

resource utilization, strengthening nutritional awareness, and developing innovative solutions 

for food and livelihood security. 

Key Focus Areas of DBRAU’s SDG 2 Research Include: 

i. Sustainable Agriculture and Climate-Resilient Farming: Research and academic 

activities promote sustainable agricultural practices, efficient utilization of natural 

resources, soil and crop management, environmentally responsible farming, and 

approaches that can improve agricultural productivity while reducing environmental 

impacts. 

ii. Nutrition and Food Security: Research and community-oriented activities address 

nutritional awareness, dietary practices, food security, and the nutritional well-being of 

vulnerable sections of society. Such efforts support awareness regarding balanced diets, 

healthy food choices, and the importance of nutrition for community health. 



 

 

iii. Food Quality, Safety, and Nutritional Enhancement: Interdisciplinary research 

contributes to understanding food quality, safety, processing, preservation, and 

nutritional value. Studies related to agricultural and biological resources can support 

the development and utilization of nutritious and value-added food products. 

iv. Technology and Innovation in Food and Agriculture: DBRAU encourages the 

application of emerging technologies, including Artificial Intelligence, Machine 

Learning, data analytics, biotechnology, and digital technologies, to address 

challenges associated with agriculture, food production, resource management, and 

sustainable development. Such technological approaches can support data-driven 

decision-making and improve the efficiency and sustainability of food systems. 

v. Community and Rural Development: Through outreach, extension activities, student 

engagement, and socially relevant research, the University connects academic 

knowledge with community needs. These initiatives contribute to awareness of 

sustainable farming, nutrition, health, environmental conservation, and livelihood 

opportunities among rural and underserved communities. 

DBRAU’s research ecosystem encourages interdisciplinary collaboration among faculty 

members, research scholars, students, government and community stakeholders, and other 

organizations. This approach helps translate academic research into practical solutions that can 

contribute to sustainable agriculture, improved nutrition, food security, and resilient local 

communities. 

Collectively, these research and innovation activities demonstrate Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar 

University, Agra’s commitment to advancing SDG 2. By integrating research, technology, 

education, community engagement, and sustainable development, the University contributes 

to the broader objective of creating a food-secure, nutritionally aware, environmentally 

sustainable, and socially equitable society, thereby transforming the vision of Zero Hunger 

into meaningful and measurable outcomes for Agra, Uttar Pradesh, and beyond. 
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2.2 Campus Food Waste 

Food waste has emerged as a significant global challenge, particularly in university campuses 

where substantial quantities of food are prepared and consumed every day. Addressing food 

waste is essential not only for environmental sustainability and efficient resource utilization 

but also for promoting social responsibility and responsible consumption, directly contributing 

to Sustainable Development Goal 2 (SDG 2): Zero Hunger. 



 

 

Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar University (DBRAU), Agra, is committed to promoting sustainable 

and responsible practices across its campus. The University recognizes the importance of 

minimizing food wastage and encouraging mindful consumption among students, faculty, staff, 

and other members of the University community. Through appropriate awareness, monitoring, 

segregation, and waste-management practices, DBRAU continues to work towards creating a 

cleaner, more sustainable, and socially responsible campus environment. 

This section presents the University's initiatives and practices related to campus food waste 

management, the mechanisms adopted to minimize food wastage, and its continuing 

commitment to sustainability and food security. 

2.2.1 Campus Food Waste Tracking 

Ongoing Practices and Initiatives to Address Food Waste at DBRAU 

Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar University (DBRAU), Agra, has undertaken various measures to 

promote responsible food consumption and reduce food waste in alignment with Sustainable 

Development Goal 2 – Zero Hunger. The University's approach emphasizes efficient 

utilization of food resources, responsible consumption, environmental sustainability, and social 

awareness among the campus community. 

Food waste generated from campus dining and food-service facilities is monitored to support 

better understanding and management of wastage. The University encourages the segregation 

of food and other waste at source, facilitating appropriate treatment and disposal. Organic 

food waste is managed through environmentally responsible practices, wherever feasible, 

including composting and other suitable organic-waste management methods. 

The University's food-service and catering arrangements emphasize appropriate quantity 

estimation, portion management, menu planning, and consumption-based preparation to 

minimize unnecessary food production and wastage. Feedback from students and staff can 

further support improvements in menu planning and food quantity management. Efforts are 

also encouraged to ensure the efficient use of food ingredients and responsible handling of 

supplies. 

Awareness and sensitization activities among students, faculty members, catering personnel, 

and support staff play an important role in promoting responsible food consumption. The 



 

 

University encourages members of the campus community to take only the quantity of food 

they require and avoid unnecessary wastage. 

Through these coordinated measures, DBRAU continues to strengthen its commitment to 

sustainable campus practices, responsible consumption, efficient resource utilization, and 

food security, thereby contributing to the broader objectives of SDG 2: Zero Hunger and 

sustainable development. 

 

2.2.2 Campus Food Waste 

Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar University (DBRAU), Agra, follows a systematic and environmentally 

responsible approach to managing food waste generated across the campus. The University's 

food-waste management practices are aligned with Sustainable Development Goal 2 (SDG 

2): Zero Hunger, as well as the principles of resource conservation and the circular economy. 

Leftover food and biodegradable waste generated from campus food-service areas, academic 

units, and residential facilities are collected systematically and segregated at source. The 

collected organic waste is directed towards appropriate composting and organic-waste 

management facilities available on the campus. The resulting nutrient-rich compost/manure 



 

 

can be utilized for campus landscaping, gardens, green spaces, and plantation activities, 

thereby returning organic nutrients to the soil. 

These practices help DBRAU reduce the quantity of biodegradable waste sent for conventional 

disposal, improve resource recovery, and promote sustainable management of organic waste. 

By converting food waste into a useful resource, the University supports a circular approach 

to waste management while creating greater awareness of responsible consumption and 

environmental sustainability among students, faculty, and staff. 

Through these initiatives, DBRAU continues to strengthen its commitment to sustainable 

campus management and contributes to the broader objectives of SDG 2: Zero Hunger, 

responsible resource utilization, and environmental sustainability. 

Data Type Definition Value Unit 

Total Food Waste 

Total food discarded or left 
uneaten across all campus 
catering and food-service 
facilities during 2024 

47,305 kg (47.305 metric 
tons) 

Campus Population 
(FTE) 

Total full-time-equivalent (FTE) 
students and employees during 
2024 

9,000 people 

Average Food 
Waste per Person 
per Year 

Total annual food waste divided 
by the total campus FTE 
population 

5.26 kg/person/year 

Based on a campus population of 9,000 FTE, the average annual food waste is approximately 

5.26 kg per person, which is below 5.30 kg/person/year. 



 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 



 

 

2.3 Student Hunger 

2.3.1 Student Food Security and Hunger 

Student food security is an important component of a supportive and inclusive higher-education 

environment. At Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar University (DBRAU), Agra, the University 

recognises that access to adequate, safe, nutritious, and affordable food contributes 

significantly to students’ health, academic performance, attendance, and overall well-being. 

Ensuring that students have regular access to meals is therefore considered an integral part of 

student welfare and an enabling academic environment. 

The University provides food facilities through hostel messes, cafeterias, canteens, and other 

food-service outlets available across the campus. These facilities provide students with 

convenient access to meals and refreshments at affordable rates. Hostel mess facilities cater 

particularly to residential students by providing regular meals, while campus food outlets 

support the food requirements of students, faculty, staff, and visitors. 

DBRAU also places emphasis on food quality, hygiene, affordability, and accessibility. The 

concerned administrative authorities and hostel management monitor food-service 

arrangements to ensure that students receive safe and hygienic meals in an appropriate campus 

environment. Feedback and student concerns related to food services can be communicated 

through the relevant hostel and university administrative mechanisms, enabling necessary 

improvements in food provision. 

Through these measures, Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar University, Agra seeks to create an 

environment in which students can pursue their education without food insecurity becoming a 

barrier to learning and participation. These initiatives contribute to the University's 

commitment to Sustainable Development Goal 2 (SDG 2): Zero Hunger, particularly by 

promoting access to safe, nutritious, and affordable food within the university community. 

2.3.2 Student Hunger Intervention, Financial Support and Food Security for 
Students 

Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar University (DBRAU), Agra, recognises that financial hardship can 

affect students’ ability to meet essential educational and living requirements, including 

adequate food and nutrition. In alignment with Sustainable Development Goal 2 (SDG 2): 



 

 

Zero Hunger, the University undertakes various measures to provide financial support to 

students and reduce economic barriers to their education and well-being. 

The University facilitates access to a range of scholarships, freeships, fellowships, and 

financial assistance schemes provided by the Government, the University, and non-

government organisations. These include the Uttar Pradesh Post-Matric Scholarship 

Scheme, Youth Empowerment Scheme, PM Special Scholarship Scheme for students 

from Jammu & Kashmir and Ladakh, Aryabhatt Scheme, One-Time Freeship for Poor 

Students, Sports Fellowship, and support from non-government bodies. DBRAU also has 

a formal Scholarship Policy specifying eligibility conditions and financial benefits for 

different categories of students. 

DBRAU Student Financial Support – 2024–25 
Particular Number of Students 

Total students benefited from 
scholarships/freeships 2,585 

Academic Year 2024–25 

Major sources of support Government, DBRAU and Non-Government 
Bodies 

 
 

According to the University's NAAC Self Study Report, 2,585 students benefited from 

scholarships and freeships during 2022–23. This represents the University's consolidated 

count of students benefiting from the various scholarship and freeship schemes during the year. 

The detailed scholarship records show substantial support through the UP Post-Matric 

Scholarship Scheme (2,397 students), Youth Empowerment Scheme (1,207 students), PM 

Special Scholarship Scheme (9 students), Aryabhatt Scheme (16 students), One-Time 

Freeship for Poor Students (3 students), Sports Fellowship (167 students), and non-

government financial support (1 student). These scheme-wise figures should not be added 

together because a student may receive support under more than one scheme; therefore, the 

University's reported consolidated beneficiary figure of 2,585 students is used for institutional 

reporting. 



 

 

 

Contribution to Student Food Security 

Although scholarships and financial assistance are primarily intended to support educational 

expenses, they also contribute indirectly to student food security by reducing the financial 

burden on students and their families. Financial support can enable economically vulnerable 

students to allocate available resources toward essential requirements such as food, 

accommodation, transportation, books, and other necessities. 

Through these measures, DBRAU seeks to ensure that financial constraints do not become 

a barrier to students' education, participation, health, and overall well-being. The 

University's scholarship and student-support mechanisms therefore contribute to an inclusive 

and supportive educational environment and strengthen its broader commitment to SDG 2 – 

Zero Hunger. 

The University's documented scholarship and financial-support framework demonstrates its 

commitment to equitable access to higher education and to supporting students from 

economically and socially disadvantaged backgrounds. 

 

  



 

 

2.3.3 Sustainable Food Choices on Campus 

Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar University (DBRAU), Agra, recognises the importance of promoting 

sustainable, responsible, and environmentally conscious food practices across the campus. 

The University encourages food-service facilities, including hostel messes, canteens, and other 

campus food outlets, to adopt practices that support both student well-being and environmental 

sustainability. 

The University promotes the use of fresh and seasonal food items, efficient utilisation of food 

resources, and responsible food-service practices. Emphasis is also placed on maintaining 

cleanliness and hygiene in food preparation and serving areas. Wherever feasible, efforts are 

made to minimise unnecessary use of single-use plastics and other disposable materials and 

to encourage environmentally responsible waste-management practices. 

DBRAU also recognises the importance of reducing food waste generated through campus 

dining facilities. Food-service and hostel management systems can contribute to this objective 

through appropriate food preparation, portion management, responsible handling of leftovers, 

and segregation of food waste for suitable disposal or further processing. 

Through these measures, DBRAU seeks to develop a campus food culture that combines 

nutrition, affordability, hygiene, resource efficiency, and environmental responsibility, 

contributing to the University's broader sustainability objectives and SDG 2: Zero Hunger. 

2.3.4 Healthy and Affordable Food Choices 

DBRAU recognises that access to healthy, safe, hygienic, and affordable food is an important 

component of student welfare and a supportive academic environment. The University 

provides food facilities through hostel messes, canteens, cafeterias, and other food-service 

outlets, enabling students, faculty, staff, and visitors to access meals and refreshments 

conveniently within the campus. 

Affordable and Hygienic Dining Facilities 

The University's hostel messes and campus food outlets provide reasonably priced food 

options to meet the requirements of students, particularly those residing in university hostels. 



 

 

Hostel food services are managed under the supervision of the concerned authorities and hostel 

administration, with attention to food quality, hygiene, cleanliness, and affordability. 

The University encourages food-service providers to maintain appropriate standards of food 

preparation, storage, serving, and sanitation. Regular monitoring and feedback mechanisms 

help address issues relating to food quality and dining facilities and support continuous 

improvement. 

By providing accessible and affordable food facilities within the campus, DBRAU aims to 

ensure that students can obtain nutritious meals without significant additional financial or 

logistical burden. These initiatives support student health, well-being, academic 

participation, and food security, while contributing to the University's commitment to SDG 

2 – Zero Hunger. 

The Central Canteen and faculty-student cafeterias at Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar University 

(DBRAU), Agra, further support accessible and affordable food services on campus. These 

facilities provide students, faculty, and staff with a variety of wholesome, hygienic, and 

reasonably priced meals and refreshments, supporting inclusivity for students from diverse 

socio-economic backgrounds. Multiple food outlets across the University campus provide 

convenient access to different food choices, while emphasis is placed on fresh food 

preparation, quality, hygiene, and affordability. These initiatives reflect the University's 

recognition that good nutrition is an important foundation for effective learning, student 

health, and overall well-being, while responsible food practices contribute to the University's 

broader sustainability objectives. 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

Hygiene and Food Safety 

Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar University (DBRAU), Agra, places considerable emphasis on 

maintaining hygiene, cleanliness, and food safety in its hostel messes, canteens, cafeterias, 

and other food-service facilities. Food preparation and serving areas are expected to be 

maintained in clean and sanitary conditions, with appropriate attention to the safe handling, 

preparation, storage, and serving of food. Regular cleaning of kitchens, dining areas, utensils, 

and food-preparation spaces contributes to maintaining a hygienic dining environment for 

students, faculty, and staff. 

The University also promotes awareness among personnel associated with food services 

regarding food hygiene, safe food handling, personal cleanliness, and sanitation practices. 

These measures help minimise the risk of food contamination and support the provision of safe 

and hygienic meals on campus. 

 

Balanced Diet Accessibility 

DBRAU recognises that access to nutritious and balanced food is an important component 

of student health, well-being, and academic performance. Through its hostel messes, central 

canteen, cafeterias, and other food outlets, the University facilitates access to a variety of food 

options at affordable rates. 



 

 

The University encourages food-service facilities to provide wholesome meals prepared with 

attention to nutritional value, freshness, hygiene, and quality. Convenient access to 

reasonably priced food helps students, including those from economically disadvantaged 

backgrounds, meet their basic nutritional requirements during their academic journey. 

University-Wide Contribution to SDG 2 – Zero Hunger 

DBRAU adopts a comprehensive approach towards achieving Sustainable Development 

Goal 2 – Zero Hunger by integrating student welfare, education, research, innovation, 

healthcare-related initiatives, and community engagement. Through academic programmes and 

research activities, the University promotes awareness of issues related to food security, 

nutrition, sustainable development, and responsible resource utilisation. 

The University's academic and research ecosystem provides opportunities for developing 

knowledge and evidence-based solutions to societal challenges. Community outreach and 

extension activities further enable the University to contribute to awareness and social 

development beyond the campus. Through these combined efforts, DBRAU seeks to promote 

a more healthy, inclusive, sustainable, and equitable society. 

Student Welfare and Support Mechanisms 

The University provides student-support mechanisms through the Student Welfare Cell, 

concerned Deans, faculty members, hostel authorities, and other designated 

administrative bodies. Students facing financial difficulties can access applicable 

scholarships, fee concessions, freeships, and other forms of financial assistance under 

University and government schemes. 

Such financial-support measures help reduce the overall economic burden on students and can 

indirectly contribute to food security and nutritional well-being by enabling students to 

manage essential educational and living expenses. Hostel wardens, faculty members, and 

student-support authorities also provide an important support system for identifying and 

addressing genuine student welfare concerns. 



 

 

Through these mechanisms, DBRAU strives to ensure that financial hardship does not 

become a barrier to education, nutrition, or student participation, reinforcing its 

commitment to an inclusive and supportive campus environment under SDG 2 – Zero Hunger. 

2.3.5 Staff Hunger Interventions 

Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar University (DBRAU), Agra, recognises that the well-being and food 

security of its faculty members, non-teaching employees, contractual personnel, and other 

support staff are important components of a healthy and productive institutional environment. 

The University facilitates access to affordable, hygienic, and accessible food through its 

campus canteens, cafeterias, and other available food-service facilities. 

Staff Dining Facilities and Affordable Meals 

The University's central canteen, cafeterias, and other campus food outlets provide food 

and refreshments for faculty members, non-teaching staff, students, and visitors. These 

facilities offer reasonably priced food options, enabling employees to access meals 

conveniently during working hours. Attention is given to cleanliness, hygiene, food quality, 

and appropriate food-service practices. 

Intervention 
Source/Institutional 

Mechanism 
Support Provided 

Staff Dining Facilities and 

Affordable Meals 

University canteen, 

cafeterias and campus food 

outlets 

Affordable meals and 

refreshments available to 

faculty and non-teaching 

staff 

Employee/Staff Welfare 

Support 

University welfare 

mechanisms and applicable 

policies 

Financial assistance and 

welfare support for eligible 

employees facing genuine 

financial difficulties 

On-campus Food 

Distribution Initiatives 

University administration, 

departments and outreach 

activities 

Food distribution and 

welfare support during 

appropriate 

institutional/community 

occasions 



 

 

Health and Nutrition 

Awareness 

University health and 

welfare initiatives 

Promotion of healthy eating, 

nutrition awareness and 

employee well-being 

 

Staff Welfare and Financial Support 

DBRAU recognises that temporary financial difficulties can affect the overall well-being of 

employees. The University therefore provides applicable employee welfare measures, 

financial assistance, and support mechanisms in accordance with University rules and 

institutional policies. Such measures can help employees manage unexpected financial 

pressures and contribute indirectly to household food security. 

On-campus Food Distribution and Community Support 

The University and its various departments, student-support bodies, and outreach initiatives 

undertake activities that promote social welfare and community engagement. Where 

applicable, food and refreshments are distributed during institutional programmes, festivals, 

outreach activities, and other community-oriented events. Such initiatives may particularly 

benefit contractual, housekeeping, security, and other support personnel associated with 

campus operations. 

Healthy and Food-Secure Work Environment 

DBRAU also promotes employee well-being through access to campus food facilities and 

health-related awareness initiatives. By encouraging hygienic food practices, affordable 

meal access, nutrition awareness, and employee welfare, the University contributes to 

creating a healthy and supportive workplace. 

These measures demonstrate DBRAU's commitment to ensuring that food security and 

economic well-being extend beyond students to the wider University community, 

including faculty, non-teaching employees, contractual workers, and support staff. These 

initiatives contribute to the University's broader commitment to SDG 2 – Zero Hunger, while 

also supporting employee welfare, dignity, health, and a sustainable campus environment. 



 

 

 



 

 

 

2.4 Proportion of Graduates in Agriculture and Related Sustainability Fields 

Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar University (DBRAU), Agra, contributes directly to agricultural 

education, food security, nutrition, environmental sustainability, and rural development 

through its academic programmes and research activities. The University has a dedicated 

Faculty of Agriculture, with agriculture education focusing on improving agricultural 

productivity, sustainable farming practices, rural livelihoods, and food security. 

In addition to Agriculture, DBRAU offers programmes and courses in related disciplines such 

as Agriculture Marketing, Horticulture, Fisheries, Biotechnology, Botany, Biochemistry, 

Microbiology, Environmental Science, Home Science, Food and Nutrition, Rural Development 

Management, and Social Work. These interdisciplinary areas provide students with knowledge 

and skills relevant to sustainable food systems, nutrition, agricultural value chains, 

environmental protection, and rural livelihood development. 

The University’s academic framework therefore supports SDG 2 (Zero Hunger) by preparing 

graduates who can contribute to sustainable agriculture, food production, nutrition 



 

 

improvement, agricultural entrepreneurship, rural development, and the responsible 

management of natural resources. 

2.4.1 Proportion of Graduates in Agriculture and Aquaculture 

Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar University offers formal academic opportunities in agriculture and 

related areas. The University has a dedicated Department/Faculty of Agriculture, and its 

undergraduate curriculum includes Agriculture, Agriculture Marketing, Fisheries, and 

Horticulture. The University’s academic records also identify Agriculture as an established 

area of teaching and research. 

The University’s Agriculture Department was established with the objective of advancing 

agricultural education, research, and innovation and of bridging traditional agricultural 

practices with modern technologies. Its stated areas of emphasis include precision farming, 

biotechnology, climate-resilient agriculture, agricultural productivity, sustainability, and rural 

development. 

DBRAU also supports research in agriculture and allied disciplines. Its research activities 

include areas such as agricultural chemistry and soil science, agricultural economics, 

agricultural engineering, agricultural extension, agronomy, animal husbandry and dairying, 

entomology, horticulture, plant breeding and genetics, and plant pathology. 

Accordingly, graduates and researchers associated with these disciplines contribute to the 

development of sustainable agricultural practices, improved crop productivity, food security, 

agricultural value addition, and rural livelihood enhancement. 

 

2.5 NATIONAL HUNGER 

Hunger and malnutrition remain important national development challenges requiring 

coordinated interventions in agriculture, nutrition, healthcare, education, social development, 

and livelihood generation. Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar University contributes to addressing these 

challenges through its academic programmes, research activities, community-oriented 

education, and multidisciplinary engagement. 



 

 

DBRAU's contribution to SDG 2 extends beyond agricultural production to include food and 

nutrition education, life sciences, rural development, social work, environmental studies, and 

research related to the livelihood and nutritional security of communities. The University's 

Institute of Social Sciences identifies Food Security and Livelihood as one of its research 

areas, while its academic programmes in Home Science, Food and Nutrition, Agriculture, Life 

Sciences, and Rural Development provide complementary approaches to addressing food and 

nutrition security. 

2.5.1 Access to Food Security Knowledge 

Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar University promotes knowledge related to food security through its 

interdisciplinary academic and research ecosystem. The Faculty of Agriculture provides 

education in agricultural sciences, while programmes in Home Science and Food & Nutrition 

address aspects of nutrition, dietary practices, food management, and household well-being. 

Programmes in Biotechnology, Botany, Biochemistry, Microbiology, and Environmental 

Science further contribute scientific perspectives relevant to food production, food quality, 

biological resources, and environmental sustainability. 

The University's research portfolio also demonstrates its engagement with food and livelihood 

security. A notable research project focused on the nutritional and livelihood security of 

small-scale farmers of the Braj region through Vetiveria and Desmostachya using 

biotechnological tools. Such research connects agricultural biodiversity, biotechnology, 

farmer livelihoods, and nutritional security, directly supporting the objectives of SDG 2. 

Through these academic and research activities, students and researchers gain exposure to 

sustainable agricultural practices, food security challenges, rural livelihoods, nutrition, 

environmental management, and the application of scientific technologies for improving 

community well-being. 

2.5.2 Events for Local Farmers and Food Producers 

Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar University contributes to agricultural and rural development through 

academic engagement, research, extension-oriented activities, and knowledge sharing. The 

University's Agriculture Department has been established with a focus on agricultural 

education, research, innovation, productivity, sustainability, and rural development. 



 

 

The University also has expertise across Agriculture, Agriculture Marketing, Horticulture, 

Fisheries, Rural Development Management, Social Work, Home Science, and Life Sciences. 

This multidisciplinary academic environment provides opportunities for interaction with 

farming communities and other rural stakeholders on issues including sustainable agriculture, 

agricultural marketing, crop improvement, nutrition, livelihood development, and 

environmental sustainability. 

Such activities support the dissemination of scientific knowledge and encourage the adoption 

of improved agricultural practices, thereby contributing to enhanced productivity, sustainable 

livelihoods, and local food security. 

2.5.3 University Access to Local Farmers and Food Producers 

DBRAU's commitment to food security and rural livelihood development is reflected in its 

Agriculture, Rural Development, Social Work, Life Sciences, and Home Science programmes 

and research activities. The University provides an academic platform through which 

agricultural knowledge, scientific research, and community-oriented approaches can be 

connected with the needs of farmers and rural communities. 

The Faculty of Agriculture specifically aims to bridge traditional agricultural practices with 

modern technological advancements. Its focus on precision farming, biotechnology, climate-

resilient agriculture, agricultural productivity, and sustainable farming systems creates 

opportunities for transferring scientific knowledge to farming communities. 

DBRAU's research engagement further strengthens this contribution. Research on the 

nutritional and livelihood security of small-scale farmers in the Braj region demonstrates the 

University's focus on developing agricultural and biotechnological approaches that can 

improve farmer livelihoods while supporting nutritional security. 

Through these academic, research, and community-oriented initiatives, Dr. Bhimrao 

Ambedkar University supports local farmers and food producers by promoting sustainable 

agricultural practices, scientific innovation, improved agricultural productivity, food and 

nutrition security, and stronger rural livelihoods. These efforts contribute directly to SDG 2: 

Zero Hunger and support the broader goals of sustainable rural development. 



 

 

2.5.4 SUSTAINABLE FOOD PURCHASES 

Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar University (DBRAU), Agra, recognizes the importance of sustainable 

food procurement in promoting food security, nutrition, environmental responsibility, and the 

well-being of the university community. The University’s hostels, canteens, and other food-

service facilities procure essential food items such as vegetables, grains, pulses, fruits, and 

other ingredients through local and regional suppliers, wherever feasible. 

Preference for locally available and seasonal food products helps support local producers and 

strengthens regional food systems. Local procurement also has the potential to reduce 

transportation distances, minimize food wastage, encourage consumption of fresh and 

nutritious food, and contribute to sustainable food practices on campus. 

Through its academic programmes and institutional practices in Agriculture, Home Science, 

Food and Nutrition, Life Sciences, and related disciplines, DBRAU promotes awareness of 

food quality, nutrition, sustainable agriculture, and responsible resource use. Thus, sustainable 

food procurement forms an important component of the University's broader commitment to 

SDG 2: Zero Hunger. 

Key DBRAU Initiatives Contributing to National Hunger Alleviation 
 
i. Community-Based Nutrition, Agriculture and Livelihood Interventions 

Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar University contributes to hunger alleviation through its 

multidisciplinary academic, research, and community-oriented activities. The University's 

Faculty of Agriculture focuses on agricultural education, research, innovation, sustainable 

farming, agricultural productivity, and rural development. These activities contribute to 

strengthening food production and improving the knowledge and skills of students and rural 

stakeholders. (dbrau.ac.in) 

The University's Institute of Social Sciences also identifies Food Security and Livelihood as 

an area of research, reflecting the importance given to the relationship between food 

availability, nutrition, employment, and rural livelihoods. (dbrau.ac.in) 

DBRAU has undertaken research addressing the nutritional and livelihood security of small-

scale farmers in the Braj region. Such initiatives seek to integrate agricultural resources and 

https://dbrau.ac.in/departinst/department-of-agriculture/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://dbrau.ac.in/departinst/social-sciences-institute/?utm_source=chatgpt.com


 

 

scientific and biotechnological approaches with livelihood development and nutritional 

security, thereby contributing to the broader objectives of SDG 2. (dbrau.ac.in) 

The University's programmes in Agriculture, Horticulture, Fisheries, Agriculture 

Marketing, Home Science, Food and Nutrition, Rural Development Management, 

Biotechnology, Botany, Biochemistry, and Microbiology provide an interdisciplinary 

foundation for addressing food production, nutrition, food quality, sustainable resource 

management, and rural development. (dbrau.ac.in) 

Through these academic and community-oriented initiatives, DBRAU contributes to 

improving awareness of nutrition and food security, strengthening agricultural knowledge, 

supporting sustainable rural livelihoods, and promoting scientific approaches to food 

production. These efforts complement national efforts to reduce hunger and malnutrition and 

advance SDG 2: Zero Hunger. 

ii. Nutritional Support for TB Patients 

Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar University (DBRAU), Agra, recognizes the important relationship 

between nutrition, immunity, and the effective management of tuberculosis (TB). 

Undernutrition can increase vulnerability to infection and may adversely affect recovery, 

making nutritional support an important complementary component of TB care. 

Through its academic departments, health-related programmes, community outreach activities, 

and social-service initiatives, the University contributes to awareness regarding balanced diets, 

nutrition, preventive healthcare, and community well-being. Students and faculty associated 

with disciplines such as Home Science, Food and Nutrition, Life Sciences, Social Work, 

and allied health-related areas are equipped with knowledge relevant to nutrition and public 

health. 

The University can further contribute to TB elimination through nutrition-awareness activities, 

health education programmes, screening and community outreach in collaboration with 

relevant government departments and healthcare institutions. Such interventions can help 

improve awareness of the nutritional needs of TB patients and encourage timely treatment, 

appropriate dietary practices, and community support. 

https://dbrau.ac.in/research-projects/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://dbrau.ac.in/under-graduate-courses-nep-2/?utm_source=chatgpt.com


 

 

These activities complement the objectives of the National Tuberculosis Elimination 

Programme (NTEP) and contribute to SDG 2 by addressing the relationship between food 

security, nutrition, and health. 

iii. Academic Programmes Focused on Food and Nutrition 

Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar University has an interdisciplinary academic structure that contributes 

to food security and nutrition through programmes and courses related to Agriculture, Home 

Science, Food and Nutrition, Life Sciences, Biotechnology, Botany, Biochemistry, 

Microbiology, Environmental Science, Horticulture, Fisheries, and Rural Development. 

The University's Agriculture programmes provide students with knowledge of crop production, 

sustainable agriculture, agricultural productivity, horticulture, agricultural marketing, and 

related areas. Its programmes in Home Science and Food and Nutrition provide complementary 

knowledge relating to nutrition, food management, health, and family and community well-

being. (dbrau.ac.in) 

DBRAU's multidisciplinary academic environment enables students to understand the 

interconnected challenges of food production, food security, malnutrition, nutrition education, 

sustainable resource management, and rural livelihoods. The University's research activities 

also include work related to the nutritional and livelihood security of small-scale farmers 

in the Braj region, demonstrating the relevance of academic research to local food-security 

challenges. (dbrau.ac.in) 

Through these academic and research initiatives, DBRAU prepares students to contribute to 

sustainable agriculture, nutrition improvement, food security, public health, and rural 

development, thereby supporting the objectives of SDG 2: Zero Hunger. 

iv. Skill Development and Livelihood Initiatives 

Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar University integrates skill development and employability with its 

broader objectives of rural development, livelihood enhancement, and social empowerment. 

Skill-oriented education provides students and community members with practical 

competencies that can improve employment opportunities, entrepreneurship, household 

incomes, and resilience. 

https://dbrau.ac.in/under-graduate-courses-nep-2/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://dbrau.ac.in/research-projects/?utm_source=chatgpt.com


 

 

The University's academic framework includes areas such as Agriculture, Agriculture 

Marketing, Horticulture, Fisheries, Rural Development Management, Home Science, 

Food and Nutrition, and allied life-science disciplines. These programmes provide 

opportunities for students to acquire both theoretical knowledge and practical skills relevant to 

agriculture, food systems, rural livelihoods, and community development. (dbrau.ac.in) 

The University's Agriculture Department emphasizes modern and sustainable approaches to 

agricultural development, including precision farming, biotechnology, climate-resilient 

agriculture, improved agricultural productivity, and sustainable farming practices. Such 

training can help students and future professionals address emerging challenges in food 

production while promoting sustainable livelihoods. (dbrau.ac.in) 

DBRAU also promotes the connection between agricultural knowledge and rural livelihood 

development through research and community-oriented initiatives. Research concerning small-

scale farmers in the Braj region, including work on nutritional and livelihood security, 

demonstrates the University's emphasis on improving the economic and nutritional well-being 

of rural communities. (dbrau.ac.in) 

By linking education, practical skills, agricultural innovation, nutrition, and livelihood 

development, Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar University contributes to strengthening household 

economic security and community resilience. These efforts support the broader objectives of 

SDG 2 – Zero Hunger, particularly by promoting sustainable food production, improved 

nutrition, productive livelihoods, and inclusive rural development. 

 Employability and Practical Learning 

The University's emphasis on practical and interdisciplinary education enables students to 

apply classroom knowledge to real-world challenges. Agriculture and allied programmes 

provide opportunities to develop competencies related to crop production, horticulture, 

agricultural marketing, fisheries, food and nutrition, and rural development. 

Such practical exposure strengthens employability while also creating a pool of trained 

graduates capable of contributing to agricultural innovation, food processing, nutrition 

education, rural entrepreneurship, and sustainable livelihood initiatives. 

https://dbrau.ac.in/under-graduate-courses-nep-2/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://dbrau.ac.in/departinst/department-of-agriculture/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://dbrau.ac.in/research-projects/?utm_source=chatgpt.com


 

 

Through this integration of academic learning, practical skills, research, and community 

engagement, DBRAU strengthens its contribution to food security and sustainable 

development in the Agra region and beyond. 

Key Focus Areas 

Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar University (DBRAU), Agra, emphasizes practical knowledge, 

professional competencies, and socially responsible education across its academic and skill-

development programmes. Key focus areas relevant to food, nutrition, hospitality, and 

sustainable livelihoods include: 

• Professionalism and Work Ethics: Developing professional conduct, workplace 

discipline, communication skills, teamwork, and ethical practices among students. 

• Food Production and Operational Skills: Providing practical knowledge related to 

food preparation, food-service operations, entrepreneurship, and efficient management 

of food-related activities. 

• Food Safety and Sanitation: Promoting awareness of hygienic food handling, 

sanitation practices, safe storage, contamination prevention, and food-quality standards. 

• Nutrition and Healthy Food Practices: Creating awareness of basic nutrition 

principles, balanced diets, healthy food choices, and the importance of nutrition in 

individual and community well-being. 

• Product and Resource Knowledge: Developing students' ability to identify food 

ingredients, understand their nutritional and functional properties, and use appropriate 

tools, equipment, and resources efficiently. 

These competencies help students develop employability and entrepreneurship skills while 

creating awareness of responsible food practices and sustainable food systems. They also 

support the broader objectives of SDG 2: Zero Hunger, particularly in the areas of nutrition, 

food safety, sustainable livelihoods, and community well-being. 



 

 

 

v. Awareness and Outreach Activities 

Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar University (DBRAU) conducts awareness and outreach activities on 

balanced nutrition, healthy eating, food safety, hygiene, and healthy lifestyle practices 

through its academic departments and community engagement programmes. 

 



 

 

vi. Health Education and Nutrition Awareness Generation Activities 

Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar University (DBRAU), Agra, conducts awareness activities related to 

nutrition, balanced diets, food safety, maternal health, and healthy lifestyle practices 

through its academic departments and community outreach programmes. These initiatives 

encourage students and community members to adopt affordable, nutritious, and healthy 

dietary practices. 

• Celebration of National Nutrition Week 

DBRAU observes National Nutrition Week (September 1–7) through activities such as 

awareness lectures, poster presentations, discussions, and nutrition education programmes. 

Emphasis is placed on affordable and nutritious foods, including millets, pulses, fruits, and 

vegetables, to promote healthy eating and address malnutrition. 

• World Breastfeeding Week 

DBRAU observes World Breastfeeding Week (August 1–7) to create awareness about 

exclusive breastfeeding, maternal nutrition, infant health, and appropriate 

complementary feeding. Activities may include health awareness sessions, poster 

competitions, quizzes, discussions, and community outreach involving students, faculty, staff, 

and community members. 

These initiatives promote maternal and child nutrition and strengthen the University's 

contribution to SDG 2: Zero Hunger by encouraging healthy feeding practices and improved 

nutritional awareness. 



 

 

 

vii. Extension and Outreach Activities, Livelihood Activities 

Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar University (DBRAU), Agra, undertakes extension and outreach 

activities related to food security, nutrition, sustainable agriculture, skill development, and 

community welfare. These initiatives connect academic knowledge with community needs 

and support the objectives of SDG 2: Zero Hunger. 



 

 

 

 

Community Development and Livelihood Activities 

The University promotes community development through skill training, women 

empowerment, agriculture-related activities, vocational education, and livelihood 

support. Such initiatives help improve employability, income generation, self-reliance, and 

the socio-economic well-being of rural and underserved communities. 



 

 

 

Women Empowerment through Skill Development 

DBRAU encourages women and youth to develop skills in areas such as tailoring, 

handicrafts, food-related activities, agriculture, and entrepreneurship. These programmes 

provide opportunities for self-employment and supplementary income, contributing to 

improved household economic and food security. 



 

 

 

School Health Camps 

The University conducts health and awareness activities for school children, focusing on 

nutrition, hygiene, sanitation, and healthy lifestyle practices. Health education helps promote 

balanced nutrition, personal hygiene, and early awareness of nutritional and health-related 

concerns. 

Through these extension, livelihood, and health initiatives, DBRAU contributes to nutrition 

improvement, community well-being, sustainable livelihoods, and Zero Hunger. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 


